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individuals of the other strain, chosen for fitness, not
for privilege, will come to authority and will be of
value to their countrymen. Their general outlook is
more acceptable, more representative, and indeed more
Irish than that of the extreme Gaelic enthusiast con-
tingent. So far as the Twenty-six Counties are con-
cerned, the process of fusion into a single healthy
nation will go on rapidly, now that it is no longer
checked by the concentration of power, through action
from without, in the hands of those who by religion
and by tradition have instinctively regarded them-
selves as belonging to the British tradition.
Elements of that tradition will be accepted by
Ireland at large in the creation of a modern Irish
culture and State : but the degree to which they will
be welcome is matter for doubt. There is no doubt
at all that if Ireland is to mean the whole Irish nation,
with the Six Counties brought in, these elements must
be admitted in a degree scarcely acceptable at all
events in the beginning of things to the Catholic
majority.
Ulster, in becoming self-governing, has strengthened
its position, and has done so by contracting its frontier*
In the three counties of Donegal, Cavan, and Monaghan
the great majority of the people were Catholic by
religion and old Irish by blood or  by sympathy.
There was a Protestant majority in the whole province;
but the directors of Ulster's policy, belonging almost
entirely to Belfast, refused to accept the responsibility
of conducting a Protestant State in Ireland unless the
Protestant preponderance  was made  decisive.     In
the  Six Counties the peasant proprietors and those
who   are  about  to   become   actual owners   of  the
land, would be probably in  about  equal numbers
Protestant and Catholic :  the preponderance is given
to  the Anglo-Irish element by the industrial com-
munity.   That community has been up to the present
directed by the capitalist class, but within a few years
a very great change might well occur which would

